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Home & Family
Adams Family brings more of the past to historic Delavan
By Dennis West
Just as they did 100 years ago, vehicles rumble past on the cobblestone
street in front of the photo studio at 323
E. Walworth Avenue in Delavan. Inside,
people sit for portraits that would look
right at home on your great-grandmother’s mantle.
Although they spend the school year
in academic pursuits, James and
Margaret Adams spend their off-months
and evenings doing what they have
always wanted to do; help clients travel
back into the past at their historic photographic studio.
Margaret teaches Spanish in
Elkhorn, while James is in charge of
information technology for the Elkhorn
School District. Several years ago they
decided it would be fun to operate an
old-time photo studio when they retired.
Margaret began collecting and making
suitable costumes for historic photos and
they began taking portraits at their home
in Elkhorn. Soon it became apparent that
they were running out of room for the
costumes they were accumulating, and
that the roll-down backdrops they were
using – though they seemed to satisfy
their customes – weren’t what they really wanted.
“We decided we wanted to purchase
a commercial building,” says James.
“We found the perfect location on
Walworth Street in Delavan. A building
that housed (name) was for sale and it

had an apartment on the second floor.”
The adams’s sold their house and
bought the building. They tore out the
drop ceiling in the shop to expose the tin
ceiling above it. Then they began to
build sets for their photo studio.
When they opened June 1, they were
able to offer customers a sheriff’s office,
complete with jail cell, a Victorian parlor, a snow scene with a sleigh that is
particularly appropriate for Christmas
card photos; a laundry/bathroom with a
claw-foot tub; a Western saloon complete with bar and poker table; the Acme
Storage Company, complete with
Tommy guns and other 1920s gangsterera props; a Victorian boudoir; and an
outdoor garden scene. They also have
costumes to fit every situation, including
striped prisoners’ uniforms that they had
to buy from the company that makes
them, mostly for Southern jails, because
Margaret couldn’t find wide-striped
black and white material to make her
own.
They also drove to Wyoming to
acquire costumes from a studio that had
gone out of business.
“People have a wide variety of
choices,” says Margaret. “They can
dress up as a mobster in a zoot suit with
a tommy gun or as a flapper in a fringed
dress. They can relive the Wild West as
the sheriff, a bank robber, a gunslinger, a
madame, or a saloon girl.
(Continued on page 13)
Margaret and James Adams pose in period costumes in the Victorian Parlor
set at Adams Family Features in Delavan. The couple have several settings and hundreds of costumes that capture that old-tme feeling at their downtown Delavan studio.
(Photo furnished)

Product barcodes disclose secret
An organization promotion purchase
of goods made in the USA recently sent
the following information that will help
shoppers determine where merchandise
is manufactured.
For those who don’t, for political or
perceived safety reasons, want to buy
merchandise manufactured in China,
they can check the first three digits of

the product’s barcode. If they are 690,
691 or 692, the product is made in
China. If the first three digits are 471, it
is made in Taiwan.
If barcodes begin with digits
between 00 and 09, the product is made
in the USA or Canda. If it shows 30 - 37,
it is made in France; 40-44, Germany;
49, Japan; and 50, the UK.
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Posing prior to the wedding ceremony at Adams Family Memories on
Wednesday, July 15, are (from left) maid of honor Joleigh Folkers, Bride Michele
Hagberg, groom Michael Caldwell and best man Damien Caldwell.
(Beacon photo)
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A. Stanley® Multi-Tool
with Bonus 16’ Tape Rule

B. Stanley® FatMax™
25’x1-1/4 Tape Rule
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C. Stanley® Sport Utility Knife
2125375
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Sat. 7 am - 6 pm; Sun. 8 am - 5 pm
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E. Stanley® MaxLife™
Mini Tripod Flashlight
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F. Stanley® 16” Tool
Box with Tote Tray
2206407

Limit 1 rebate
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Adams Family
(Continued from page 12)
“Or perhaps they fancy themselves
as a victorian gentleman or lady, envision themselves in the Old South as a
Southern gentleman, a union soldier, or
a Southern lady in an elegant hoop skirt.
“We dress people in the period of
their choice and take their photos,”
explains Margaret. “We print a photo in
minutes in an antique sepia brown tone,
in black and white, or in antique color.”
“Old Time photos make great
anniversary, birthday, and Mother’s and
Father’s Day gifts,” says James. “Old
Time Photos also provides a fun activity
for family reunions, or any kind of get
together.”
For instance, when Michele Hagberg
and Michael Caldwell came in to see the
shop, Michele was immediately taken
with the idea of having their impending
wedding there.
“We had planned to have our wedding on the lawn of our century-old
house in Delavan,” she said, “but as soon
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were dressed by Margaret Adams in
suitable Victorian costumes.
Before the ceremony, members of
the wedding party posed for photos in
various sets in the studio, including the
laundry/bathroom where Michael pretended to scrub Michele’s feet. Michele
and Joleigh posed in the Western saloon
next to a sigh that reads “Beware – This
establishment frequented by pickpockets
and loose women.”
Judge Farnsworth united the couple
in holy wedlock and Mr. and Mrs.
Caldwell posed for more pictures.
Although old time photos are 90 percent of the business, James Adams works
as a disc jockey and produces video programs for wedding receptions in which he
uses photos of the bride and groom while
they were growing up for the benefit of
guests who haven’t known both of them
all their lives. He also produces memory
DVDs for such occasions as anniversaries,
birthdays and funerals. Then there are
videotapes of theater productions and
music recitals. He can produce DVDs,
CDs and training videos, too.

Michael Caldwell pretends to bath his bride’s feet in the Victorian claw-foot tub,
under which is placed a bearskin rug. Note that this was before the ceremony.
(Beacon photo)

Highest Quality • Best Selection
Maid of honor Joleigh Folkers and Bride Michele Hagberg point to a sign on
the wall of the Western saloon set that warns patrons to beware of loose women.
(Beacon photo)

as I saw the studio and the costumes, I
changed my mind.
“We love the studio and this way we
didn’t have to worry about the weather
ruining the occasion,” Michele said.
Asked if they could host a wedding,
the Adamses said yes. When the bride
said she wanted a dusty rose gown,
Margaret made one for her.
The couple were married in the garden set at the studio on Wednesday, July
15. Village of Darien Municipal Judge
Roger Farnsworth officiated. Joleigh
Folkers was maid of honor and
Michael’s son, Damien, was the best
man. Everyone in the bridal party except
the judge, who brought his own robe,

ALWAYS
ALWAYS 40 SETS ON DISPLAY
Umbrellas Also Available

The studio is open Tuesday through
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. through
Labor Day, after which the hours will
change to 4-8 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. Their phone number is 7283686. See more on the Web at
www.adamsfamilymemories.com.

GREENHOUSES ARE FULL!
• Bedding Plants • Vegetables
Open Daily 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Delavan, County X and I-43

(262) 728-6066

we feature merillat cabinets

ROOFING

• Re-Roofs
• Chimneys
• Tear Offs
• New Roofs
• Repairs
• Flashing
Leaks Stopped
• Tuck Pointing • Flashings
• Caps & Flues • Rebuilding
• Liners
• Cleaning

728-0523 OR 248-5412
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...has it all!

Visit our showroom at 1236 Barberry Dr. Janesville WI 608-754-1123

Hours: Mon Wed Fri 7:00-5:00 Sat 9:00-Noon Tues Thur 7:00-7:00

